
Preparation: 

1. Make a “palm” cross from materials you find in your house or 

garden/on a walk.  This need not look like a traditional palm 

cross.  (If it’s possible take a picture and email it to 

stephen.willey@live.co.uk before Good Friday.)  

 

2. When preparing for the worship, find a place and time where 

you can be comfortable for half an hour, preferably where you 

cannot be disturbed.  (Turn off the TV!). 

 

3. Place the cross you have made or another sign of your faith in 

a place where you can focus on it 

 

4. Light a candle/tea light if it helps you to focus.  This can mean 

many things to you but bear in mind that Christ is the “light of 

the world” 

 

5. For the hymns, you can sing them if able, or you can read the 

words out loud – or silently if that seems better or you may be 

able to find them on YouTube or elsewhere in the internet. 

 

6. When you are ready start the service, sit down and notice 

your breathing.  Begin this Sunday with a familiar Alleluia!  (Eg. 

The chorus of “Seek ye first” from Singing the Faith (StF 254)   

 

7. Sometimes it seems strange to pray and sing out loud or 

alone, do not worry if you feel strange and maybe even feel 

embarrassed or want to laugh, you will not offend God! 

 

Order for worship on Palm Sunday 5th April 2020 

 

 

For 5 minute video from Rev Stephen https://youtu.be/akZlSoslYLM  

mailto:stephen.willey@live.co.uk
https://youtu.be/akZlSoslYLM


Worship with the People of God in Coventry Central Hall 

Sing Alleluia eg Chorus of StF 254  “Seek ye first” 

Pray: God of all time and space, you place fire in the stars and fire in 

all our souls, come to us now and bless this time of worship together. 

Grant me forgiveness when I need it.  Refresh my life by your grace. 

Hymn StF 76: give me joy in my heart 

Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 

9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

It’s true that the crowd and the disciples were carried up on a wave 

of hope and enthusiasm as Jesus made his way in to Jerusalem.  Their 

hearts were full of a kind of joy, perhaps it was a naïve joy which had 

them singing Hosanna when the direction of Jesus’ travel was 

towards the crucifixion, which would happen on Friday that week.  

However, Jesus said, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would 

shout out.’ (Luke 19:40)  

It is important to remember that there are times when it is possible 

to sing in defiance of the harshness and violence of life. 

It certainly feels like we are living in a harsh and violent time today.  

This virus which is deadly for some people and impacts on us all.  

Many things, including physical isolation, could make us feel despair. 

These kind of conditions may cause us to doubt God, and we should 

not be afraid to express our fears, as in the next hymn, but we can 

also be defiant (as at the beginning of the worship today) and on 

difficult days sing ‘Alleluia’ to God - source of life, and all that is good. 

Whatever life throws at us, we can be assured that we are loved, and 

in the words of Paul, “Nothing can separate us from the love of God.” 

(Romans 8:38-39)   Paul says neither death nor anything in our future 

or past can separate us.  The writer of 1 John (4:18) says “There is no 

fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”  In these times of 

uncertainty and fear let us learn to put our trust in love, God’s love 

for us and our love which overflows in response to God’s love. 

I hope the week ahead in a blessed and holy one for each of you 

reading this.  Holy Week is usually a time for fasting and reflecting 

deeply on the passion of our Lord.  This Holy Week many of us will be 

alone and at home but we are united in following the one who on 

the cross expressed his feeling of isolation by crying out the first 

verse of Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”.  

This psalm finishes by talking of God’s deliverance. 

Hymn StF 629:  God of my faith 

Prayer for ourselves and others: you may wish to use a response: eg. 

Christ have mercy or Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 

Pray silently or out loud for people entrusted to your care by God.  

For the city of Coventry, for the world and those who are grieving in 

so many countries, pray for our church and the churches we are 

connected with locally and throughout the world, and pray for 

yourself that love may drive out fear. 

Pray the Lord’s prayer (in your mother tongue). 

Hymn StF 272:  From heaven you came 

Blessing: God bless us and keep us, shine your face upon us and be 

gracious to us.  Holy God grant us your peace. 


