
 Bible Study on Wednesday 2nd December 2020  

  

Preparation 

In our Bible Study this week we will be reading the following lectionary readings set for 
Sunday 6th December:  

Isaiah 40:1-11   
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13   
2 Peter 3:8-15a    
Mark 1:1-8 
 

When exploring this week’s readings try following this pattern:  
 

Pray a simple prayer first or remind yourself of these words from Psalm 85 
“Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each 
other.” 
 
Read one of the readings 
 
Pause  
 
Reflect on the reading 
 
Ask yourself 
 

 What emotions does this reading give rise to? 

 How does this reading speak to me in my context? 

 Does anything in this reading make me want to change my ways? 
 
Try re-reading the passage and see if what you noticed first time becomes clearer or 
something else emerges for you.   

 
 After your reflection, you may wish to move on to another reading, but you don’t 
 have to look at them all.   
 
 When you have finished your reflections for the day, pray the final prayer: 
 
Final Prayer: 
 
Jesus: promise of life; hope in a world of shadows, break open our hearts and lives that we 
might be ready to receive the good news of your coming among us. Amen. 
  

If you want to read a short reflection please see next page. 

 



Reflection 

 
Next week (Third Sunday in Advent) the theme traditionally focuses on John the Baptist, but 

he usually comes into the readings on the second Sunday of Advent too, and here he is.  This 

Sunday we traditionally focus on the Prophets.   

 

It might be worth briefly thinking about what a prophet is – it is possible to think of a 

prophet as someone who tells people what will happen in the future, and there is a sense in 

which this is the case with the readings today.  The promise of a Messiah is there in John the 

Baptist’s words, and the promise of John the Baptist is present in the prophesy of Isaiah. 

 

But a prophet is much more than someone who tells or predicts the future.  Indeed, the 

prophets of the Bible sometimes are uninterested the future, rather they are concerned 

with the present reality.  They want people to repent of their ways because the people’s 

ways are creating a crisis in their relationship with God.  Of course that crisis often has 

implications for the future of the relationship, which is the case here. 

 

Isaiah’s prophesy about John is pointed out in Mark’s Gospel as a clear indication that Jesus 

was on his way.  The people are being given time to prepare: to repent and get their 

relationships right with God.  The matter is urgent because the Messiah is coming and the 

people need to understand why the Messiah is going to come among them, not least in 

order to greet him and learn from him. 

 

A bit like last week’s readings, in the middle of a crisis, especially in the relationship of 

human beings with God, God is still capable of speaking through tenderness, like a gentle 

shepherd nourishing and protecting the sheep. 

 

We see this in the shepherd imagery which has appeared in each reading for several weeks.  

Isa 40:11 says “He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.” See also how Isaiah uses 

the word “tenderly” in the passage too. 

 

The reading from Mark illustrates that the prophet’s job is less about pointing to the future 

and more about pointing to God.  Just as Isaiah points to God’s compassion and tenderness, 

John points to God’s presence in the midst of the people as he says of Jesus “The one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after me….” (Mark 1:7) 

 

Jesus is coming and that creates a kind of growing crisis in Advent: 

 

 A crisis of welcome – how will we welcome him?  

 A crisis of seeing – will we recognise him?   

 And a crisis of identity – will he be kind to us – tender and nourishing or will he 

 challenge us and ask why we didn’t make straight paths for him? 


