
Preparation: 

1. You may want to read some or all of these readings set for Sunday 

29th November before starting your worship.   
 

 Isaiah 64:1-9 

 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

 1 Corinthians 1:3-9   

 Mark 13:24-37 

 

2. This Sunday’s  candle lighting liturgy comes, in part, from 

Graham’s “Advent at Home” booklet, in which he suggests you 

set up an Advent table, with a “cloth, a candle (a long one will 

work best as you will be able to see it burn down the closer we 

get to Christmas), an Advent calendar…  (if you don’t have an 

Advent calendar you could open a Christmas card instead of 

opening windows).  There is (also) a suggested item to be added 

to the table every few days as the themes change” 

 

3. Graham adds, “I also suggest a ‘Jar of Grace’.   Any jar will do, 

even a jam jar, just make a label ‘Jar of Grace’.  Each day put a 

few coins (whatever you can afford) as part of the reflection.   At 

the end of the time please donate what you have offered to a 

charity of your choice.” 

 

4. The hymns can be sung if you are able, or you can read the words 

out loud – or silently if that seems better – or you may be able to 

find them on YouTube or elsewhere on the internet. 

 

5. Now, for those at home, sit down, relax your body and your 

breathing… and welcome to worship!  

 

 

 
 

Order for worship on Sunday 29th November 

Advent candle lighting 

Reading: Isaiah 9:2 

Prayer:  Lord, be with us as we begin this journey of Advent.  Warm our 

hearts with your presence and fill us with expectant hope so that we truly 

can rejoice at the birth of our Saviour. Amen. 

Suggestion: Put something in the Jar of Grace and think about someone 

who is homeless. Add something green, the colour of hope, to your Advent 

Table and rejoice at the hope we have. 

StF 174: light a candle in a darkened place - verses 1&2 only  
StF 175: Light of the world  
 

Opening Prayers (by Elaine)    God of hope, be the centre, the focus of our 
lives always, and particularly this Advent time. 
Your name is Love, and in your great love you have called us into 
community with each other. With you and in you and because of you, we 
are nurtured in love. Yours is the name that lasts for ever. Your love 



reaches into all corners, confirming those who wait for you – that they wait 
in the name of Great Love.  
But we confess that we have turned our face from you, O God, whose face 
is always turned towards us. We have forsaken what we know is just and 
have ignored what we understand is true. We have refused to believe what 
should be believed and have deceived ourselves in word and deed. For 
this, we are sorry and we turn our face towards you - who waits for us, and 
makes us ever new. Make us ever new now. In your name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Bible Readings:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19:   Mark 13:24-37  

StF 503: Love divine  

Reflection 

Christ’s birth is the hope of forgiveness and reconciliation with God, for 

each of us.  Christ came to us when we were separated from God. 

This reconciliation is achieved through Christ’s blood, when he goes to the 

cross for our sakes.  In that way Christ reveals God’s life, God’s mercy, 

God’s face.  The face of Christ, in the new born Christ child, gives us hope! 

God’s face has not been withdrawn from us but, rather, God has been 

actively seeking us out,  

In the reading from Mark, there is an emphasis on being ready and not 

falling asleep.  Being awake to God’s coming may remind us of the 

relationships we have with those who are most familiar to us.  When, or if, 

we cease seeing (or being awake to) the face of those who are close to us, 

we risk failing to allow for something new to transform our relationships.  

It’s like we become blind to the other person.  Let us not become blind to 

the light of God’s face, this Advent.  Rather, let us hope in Christ, in whom 

our deep need to be transformed and reconciled to God is enfleshed. 

StF 455: All my hope on God is founded  

Offertory and dedication – Quietly offer yourself to God once more. 

Prayers of Intercession (by Jackie) 

Loving God as we go into Advent bring us hope of your coming and let us 
lay aside time for you, Lord, and not be caught up in the rush leading up to 
Christmas so we can get a deeper understanding of Advent.   Lord speak 
through us so we can tell others people outside the church the true 
meaning of Advent so they can start to realise what the true meaning of 
Christmas is.                  Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.        
          

Lord we pray for all the people in the world that you will be with everyone 
in their hour of need whatever it may be.     Lord we also pray that you will 
bring peace and hope to everyone at this moment and reassurance as we 
go through this troubled time with COVID 19 and somehow the disease can 
go away as quickly as it came and we can start to rebuild our lives again 
and reach out to other people like we used to do and not live in fear like 
we are at the moment.    Lord we pray especially for doctors and nurses 
that you will keep them safe and watch over them who have been putting 
their own lives at risk with this illness.   Lord in your mercy hear our prayer  
 

Lord we pray that you will be close to the people in special need of you,  
The poor, sick,  lonely,  sad, homeless, helpless, oppressed and persecuted 
for those whom life is hard  and the future seems bleak at this time.  So we 
ask you Lord to reach out with your love and so things can start to improve 
for them and they can start to see hope coming back into their life's again.  
We also pray, Lord, that you will give hope to people that have been made 
unemployed this year through no fault of their own, somehow may they 
start to rebuild their lives again.      Lord in your mercy hear our prayer                         
 

We pray Lord those who mourn especially for anyone who may have had a 
loved one pass away recently or who may remember a loved one at this 
time of year.  Comfort them and be close to them at this time.        
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer…. and we say  The Lord’s Prayer  
 

StF 185: Sing we the king     

Blessing: God of beginnings and endings, God of now and forever, we 
worship you and ask you for your blessing as we prepare this advent for 
the coming of Christ. Amen.        And we say the grace together… 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen. 


