Bible Study for Sunday 17th January 2021
Preparation
In our Bible Study this week we will be reading the following lectionary readings set for
Sunday





1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

When exploring this week’s readings you may wish to follow the following pattern:
Pray a simple prayer first or remind yourself of these words from Psalm 139:1-2
“O LORD, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.”
Read one of the readings.
Please note: these readings open themselves to imaginative prayer – in that you could
imagine yourself with Samuel or with Jesus in John’s gospel. If you wish to try this then, take
a pause, after reading the reading twice, and try to imagine yourself in the reading as one of
the characters or a bystander.
Pause
Reflect on the reading
Ask yourself
 Is there someone in the reading would I like to talk with?
 Does anything in this reading draw me towards God?
 How does this reading speak to my heart?
Try re-reading the passage and see if what you noticed first time becomes clearer or
something else emerges for you. You may wat to make a note of anything that
emerged for you.
After your reflection, you may wish to move on to another reading, but you don’t
have to look at them all.
When you have finished your reflections for the day, pray the final prayer:
Generous God, you know me, and you call me by name. Encourage me by your word
and fill my heart with your joy. Amen
If you want to read a short reflection please see next page.

Reflection
The readings from 1 Samuel, Psalm 139 and John 1 encapsulate some essential threads
woven together in the Bible.
Calling a young person to speak about the truth
1 Samuel captures the moment of calling for a boy who will be a prophet speaking truth to
power. Samuel is young and unaware, with an innocence and a desire to please Eli which is
noticeable by his obedience. Many of us will have known situations where young people
have really wanted to help us. I remember one of my own children being very willing to do
whatever was asked of them, until about the age of eleven, when things changed! It is
probably at about that age that Samuel felt God’s call – he is still obedient to Eli but is
beginning to sense, as his years of childhood and innocence pass, that all is not well in the
world and God is asking him to share that understanding.
God’s imminence and transcendence
In Psalm 139 we are carried into the presence of the all-seeing God – this could make us
nervous.. Where can we go from God’s gaze? Not just our outsides, but our insides are seen
by our creator, and not only that, there is nowhere to go outside that gaze! Yet the gaze of
God is positive, intimate and loving. God sees us as the creator of the universe, able to go to
the furthest parts of our world. Yes, God is our creator, but God also sees us close up, with
gentleness and a discernment. Just as Samuel, feels that the voice he hears is familiar, so
the psalmist tells of a God who is very familiar with our ways – God who intimately sees and
knows us. God who entirely loves us.
God who sees us, creates a response in us
In John’s Gospel Nathaniel sees Jesus – or rather he doesn’t! He thinks he knows something
about Jesus – saying, “can anything good come out of Nazareth?” but actually it is Jesus who
sees Nathaniel.
Jesus doesn’t directly challenge Nathaniel’s “can anything good” comment but he makes his
own assessment of Nathaniel. Perhaps reflecting on the words which Nathaniel has used
about him, Jesus describes Nathaniel, saying that he’s a person without deceit – Is Jesus
smiling, as he talks with Nathaniel, almost challenging him to repeat, honestly, without
deceit what he had just said about the Nazarene?
In this encounter Jesus shows that he knows Nathaniel and is able to draw Nathaniel away
from his prejudices about Nazarenes. There is no doubt that Nathaniel does reassess his
situation and his understanding of who Jesus is. He professes faith in Jesus in an
extraordinary outburst, considering they have just met, saying, "Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel!"
I imagine Jesus smiles again as he says, “I saw you under the fig tree.” And, “You will see
greater things.”

