
 Bible Study for Sunday 24th January 2021 

Preparation 

In our Bible Study this week we will be reading the following lectionary readings set for 
Sunday  

 Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

 Psalm 62:5-12 

 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 Mark 1:14-20 
 
When exploring this week’s readings you may wish to follow the following pattern:  
 

Pray a simple prayer first or remind yourself of these words from Psalm 62:5 For God 
alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. 
 
Read one of the readings.   
 
Pause  
 
Reflect on the reading 
 
Ask yourself 

 Dow does this reading talk to me about the nature of God’s call? 

 Does anything in this reading challenge me?  

 What sort of response does God want from me? 
 
Try re-reading the passage and see if what you noticed first time becomes clearer or 
something else emerges for you.  You may want to make a note of anything that 
emerged for you. 

 
 After your reflection, you may wish to move on to another reading, but you don’t 
 have to look at them all.   
 
When you have finished your reflections for the day, pray the final prayer: 
 

Generous God, you know me, and you call me to a life in your presence.  Open my 
heart to your purposes and your joy.  Amen 
 

If you want to read a short reflection please see next page. 

 
 
 
 
 



Reflection 
 
These readings talk to me about trust and the ability to walk into the unknown in a brave 
and meaningful way, with no idea of what will happen next, dependent on God’s mercy.   
 
With very little, the fishermen leave their nets behind, but that “very little” is in another 
sense everything.  They are leaving behind their known lives, their past, and a seemingly 
predictable future as fishermen, to face an uncertain future with a rabbi who is not offering 
them security or the usual guarantees which are offered to someone starting a new career!  
This Rabbi is saying to them that they will fish for people from now on although what that 
means is not explained. 
 
Their journey, which starts when they leave their nets behind, transforms those fishermen’s 
lives.  To be walking talking and eating with Jesus is totally transformative.  They are never 
the same again.  And later, when Jesus asks them if they will also leave him, Peter, 
recognising the journey he has already travelled, and perhaps acknowledging the reason 
that they left their nets in the first place, says, “Where else could we go?  You have the 
words of eternal life.”   
 
In a way the story of Jonah involves much more angst.  He has to make a decision, but he 
ducks it and actually tries to run away from it.  Jonah too is on a journey with God but he 
doesn’t want to do it God’s way – although he knows God is calling him.  When he gets 
there, realising resistance is futile, Jonah gives God’s message to the people of Nineveh – 
Forty days and it will all be over, the partying, the excess and the ungodly conduct.   
 
Then, in these verses, in Chapter 3, is it possible?   God’s mind is changed by the Ninevites’ 
behaviour.  They change their ways and God no longer does what God has been planning to 
do.  Ninevites and Jonah find out in different ways that is never too late to begin to change 
direction – and that the journey becomes very different once you take that step. 
 
I am struck by the lack of knowledge that Jonah, the Ninevites and the fishermen have 
about the future, we cannot know what the future brings.  But how do they find the resolve 
to find God’s way exchanging what they know for what they don’t know?  
 
In the psalm, the on God may provide something of an answer: 
 

For God alone my soul waits in silence,  
for my hope is from him. 
He alone is my rock and my salvation,  
my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
On God rests my deliverance and my honour;  
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
Trust in him at all times, O people;  
pour out your heart before him;  
God is a refuge for us.  


