
 

 
 

Peter Rogers: The Ascension 

Used with permission from the Methodist Modern Art Collection – retrieved from 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/reflecting-on-faith/the-methodist-

modern-art-collection/index-of-works/the-ascension-peter-rogers/ 12th May 2021 

Preparation: 

1. The hymns can be sung if you are able, or you can read the words 

out loud – or silently if that seems better.  You may be able to find 

them on YouTube or elsewhere on the internet. 

 

2. As a focus during the prayer you may want to light a candle, placing 

something next to it which reminds you of Jesus’ ascension or his 

participation in the Trinity. 

 

3. When you are ready, relax and offer yourself in worship to the 

ascended Christ.      

Worship Sheet on 16th May 2021 

This service (on line and at Central Hall) will incorporate our Annual Church 
Meeting. Please note: this orders of service are not exactly the same! 

Call to worship: 

This is the day the Lord has made:  We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

StF 409:  Let us build a house,  
 
Opening Prayer: God we welcome this Sunday, between the ascension and 
the day of Pentecost, and the hope it brings, when we remember that 
Christ left the disciples in order to free them by the fire of the spirit.  Open 
our hearts and minds lord to see you more clearly and prepare us for your 
Spirit’s coming at Pentecost. 
 
Readings:  1 Corinthians 13:4-13  

John:14:15-21) 
 

StF 6:  Father we love you   

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/reflecting-on-faith/the-methodist-modern-art-collection/index-of-works/the-ascension-peter-rogers/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/reflecting-on-faith/the-methodist-modern-art-collection/index-of-works/the-ascension-peter-rogers/


Sermon part 1 - Our Church’s mission statement is: Coventry Methodist 
Central Hall - Nurturing and Celebrating faith, hope and love. 
 
Looking back over the past year I can see a few examples of our church 
fulfilling its mission to nurture faith, hope and love but I’m sure that you 
will be able to think of many more. 
Nurturing faith: through our Sunday worship (through ‘worship at home’ 
sheets, digital means, or in-person services at Central Hall), and Bible 
studies and Life groups (in-person or on zoom).         
Nurturing hope: through our pastoral care of each other e.g. through 
supportive phone calls and letters, where we have tried to acknowledge 
the blessings in our lives and look forward to more positive things ahead. 
Also through sharing in our zoom Morning Prayer meetings. 
Nurturing love: through the way that everyone has been encouraged to 
care for themselves (as well as for each other) during the pandemic, and to 
sensitively recognise different people will respond differently to the risks 
and restrictions of reopening the Hall for worship, but all views should be 
equally respected because each one of us is a valued member of our 
church. 
During the coming year I hope we can, also, begin to nurture faith, hope, 
and love amongst people who we don’t yet know and who, currently, have 
no connection with our church.  
I invite you to take a moment’s silence whilst you wait on God and ask him 
to show us ways that he would like us to nurture faith, hope, and love 
during the coming year.  (If God reveals something to you either now or in 
the coming days, please do let us know). 
 
StF 44 - Come on and celebrate  

Sermon part 2 – Celebrating faith, hope and love 
 
Today’s reading from 1 Corinthians is one I have often heard used in a 
marriage ceremony.., It has been described as the “hymn of love” and its 
focus on faith, hope and love being eternal things helps focus the mind on 
what God wants us to celebrate.  As a church we have many things, despite 

the difficulties of the Covid Crisis, to celebrate.  We celebrate that we are 
still alive as a church, and beginning to meet back in the city centre. 
We celebrate our congregation, so many of whom are willing to put 
themselves forward to support the work of the church, as steward and 
church council members as well in many, many other ways. 
We celebrate the new things which are happening in our church – artists in 
residence, the return of worship a new newsletter (Connection) and the 
beginnings of a property project, which we hope will make a difference to 
how our church is seen in the area. 
We are excited to have all this happening in our midst and we have been 
blessed with a play area opposite the building which is a wonderful thing 
to celebrate too! 
Many of these things are temporary – play areas won’t last for ever, even 
our building will not remain for ever, but faith hope and love that we share 
in the building or in the play area or with the artists and through the use of 
the building will have a legacy beyond this year as they abide forever in the 
heart of God. 

Offertory and dedication:  Take a moment to rededicate yourself to God’s 
service, giving thanks for the gifts god has given you. 

Prayers of intercession: 

Bring before God your desires and concerns for your neighbourhood, our 
city, and our nation.  Remember before the Lord all those who are ill, 
afraid, sad, suffering, or in any sort of need.  Pray for our Church – for 
God’s grace, guidance, wisdom, and equipping for the year ahead.  Pray for 
your concerns for those you love and for your own needs…   
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Song: O God you are my God, Step by Step 

Blessing: May God bless us: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Creator, 

Redeemer and Sustainer. 


